
Frequently Asked Questions 

about Getting Married at Grace Episcopal Church 

Q:  Do I need to be an Episcopalian or member of Grace in order to have my wedding at Grace 

Episcopal Church? 

A:  No, couples of all faith traditions and denominational affiliations choose to hold their 

wedding ceremonies at Grace Episcopal Church. Please download our Wedding Guide to learn 

more. 

 

Q:  Does the Priest of Grace Episcopal Church have to conduct our ceremony or can we bring 

in our own officiant? 

A:  Wedding couples may choose their own officiant. (If needed, the Grace Church Wedding 

Coordinator has a resource list of Madison-area wedding officiants.) Members of Grace who 

wish to use a Priest other than the current Rector are encouraged to speak with Father 

Jonathan in advance about their request: (608) 255-5147 or togracechurchrector@gmail.com. 

 

Q:  How far in advance should we reserve our wedding date at the church? 

A:  Dates for weddings typically book over a year in advance. The sooner you choose and 

reserve a date, the better your likelihood of receiving the date of your choice. Couples may 

choose between two, 3.5 hour time blocks for a Saturday wedding: 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. or 

3:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Time blocks for weddings on other days of the week must be pre-

arranged with the wedding coordinator. 

 

 

Q:  What other factors should we consider in selecting a wedding date? 

A:  Grace Episcopal Church is located on the Capitol Square in the heart of downtown Madison.  

When choosing a date, please search through online community calendars looking for large-

scale events (such as Taste of Madison, Fourth of July festivities, etc.) that may be occurring on 

or around the Capitol Square on your ideal date as these events may impact traffic, noise level, 

etc. We find some couples intentionally choose to build their day around these events (free 

fireworks for guests, a festive atmosphere, etc.) while others would prefer to select a different 

date. If you are unfamiliar with Madison, the Grace Church Wedding Coordinator will be happy 

to assist you with this process. 

 



Q:  Is the church air-conditioned? 

A:  Not at this time. Hand fans and oscillating fans are provided to couples holding summer 

weddings at Grace. In an exciting bit of news, Grace Church is currently undergoing the creation 

of a Master Plan which when put into place will potentially add air-conditioning to the Nave and 

Undercroft of the church. As a result of the master planning process, we hope to be undergoing 

renovations in 2015. Therefore we are not accepting bookings for weddings beyond November 

of 2014 at this time.   

 

 

Q: What role does the Grace Church Wedding Coordinator play? 

A: The Wedding Coordinator's role is to help couples plan the details leading up to their 

ceremony.  She responds to all initial wedding inquires, schedules a time for the couple to tour 

the church, answers any questions, and provides resources in planning the wedding.  She is on-

site during the rehearsal and on the wedding day to help orchestrate the flow of the day, 

provide support to the wedding party and guests, troubleshoot any issues that might arise, and 

make sure the ceremony runs as smoothly as possible.  Please feel free to contact her to set up 

a time to tour the facilities:  Pat Werk, togracechurchwedding@gmail.com or (608) 213-7558.  

 

Q: How many guests can Grace Church seat? 

A: The sanctuary is the central place of worship on Sundays and used for most wedding 

ceremonies. It has a capacity of 350 people. There are thirty-eight rows of pews. The side 

chapel to the right of the sanctuary has a maximum seating capacity of twenty and is available 

for small, intimate weddings. 

 

 

Q: How much will it cost to have our wedding at Grace? 

A: The costs to hold your ceremony at Grace will vary depending upon a variety of factors, 

including your affiliation with the Episcopal Church or Anglican Communion or whether or not 

you request additional services such as use of the Grace Church aisle runner. Please read the 

"Ceremony Fees" section of the "Grace Church Wedding Guide" found on the Grace Church 

wedding website under "Life Events" to determine what specific rates would apply to you. 

  

Contact: Pat Werk, Grace Church Wedding Coordinator 

    togracechurchwedding@gmail.com, (608) 213-7558  


